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Para/AJ  11         Spring 2004 
De Anza College        Dr. Michael J. Lowy 
 

FEDERAL COURTS AND CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 
COURSE OUTLINE 

 
DATE   TOPIC        READING 
4/08   Introduction       ------------- 
 
4/15   Article III:  Jurisdiction and Organization   M&S:  Intro; 
   of Federal Courts;  Judicial Review    Ch.1, 2, p.694-704 
 
4/22   Article I:  Legislative Branch     M&S:  Ch. 3 
   Article II:  Executive Branch 
   Quiz: The Constitution 
 
4/29   Federalism:  Tenth Amendment, Electoral Process  M&S:  Ch. 4, 5, 6 
   Interstate Commerce (Art. I, Sec. 8) 
 
5/06   Federalism:  Taxation; Contract Clause (Art. I, Sec. 10) M&S:  Ch. 7, 8 
   Substantive Due Process  
 
5/13   MIDTERM EXAM 
 
5/20   Criminal Procedure; Incorporation and   M&S:  Ch. 9 
   Procedural Due Process 
 
5/27   First Amendment Freedoms     M&S:  Ch. 10, 11 
           N&N:  Ch. 5, 6, 7, 8 
 
6/03   Privacy       M&S:  Ch. 12 
           N&N:  Ch. 9, 10 
 
6/10   Equal Protection      M&S:  Ch.13 
   Rationality v. Strict Scrutiny     N&N:  Ch. 1, 2, 3, 4 
   Race 
 
6/17   Equal Protection:       M&S:  Ch. 13 

Alienage; Fundamental Rights    N&N:  Ch. 11, 12, 13 
 
6/24   FINAL EXAM 
 
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Student dropped upon the third absence 
OFFICE HOURS:  Thursdays 5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m. 
GRADING:   50% Midterm Exam (5/13) 
    50% Final Exam (6/24  6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.) 
    Up to 4 points on final grade for case preparation in class 
    2 points on final grade – Quiz on the Constitution 
TEXTBOOKS:   American Constitutional Law, Mason & Stephenson,  

Thirteenth Edition (2002) 
    American Cultural Pluralism and Law, Norgren & Nanda,  

Second Edition (1996) 
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FEDERAL COURTS AND CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 
COURSE OUTLINE 

 
DATE  CHAPTER   CASES   
 
4/08  Introduction  
 
 
4/15  1 & 2    Marbury v. Madison (1803), 60 
      Eakin v. Raub (1825), 64 
      Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857), 67 
      Ex Parte McCardle (1869), 70 
      City of Boerne v. Flores (1997), 72 
      Unstaged Debate of 1986: Judge Bork v. Professor Tribe, 77  
 
 
4/22  3    Immigration and Naturalization 
      Service v. Chadha (1983), 100 
      Missouri v. Holland (1920), 109 
      United States v. Curtiss-Wright (1936), 111 
      Korematsu v. United States (1944), 113 
      United States v. Nixon (1974), 125 
      War Powers Resolution (1973), 134 
      Clinton v. Jones (1997), 136 
      Clinton v. City of New York (1998), 140 
 
 
4/29  4, 5, 6    McCulloch v. Maryland (1819), 164 
      Cohens v. Virginia (1821), 170 
      Garcia v. San Antonio Metropolitan Transit Authority (1985), 177 
      U.S. Term Limits, Inc. v. Thornton (1995), 181 
      Gibbons v. Ogden (1824), 269 
      Reeves, Inc. v. Stake (1980), 282 
      Baker v. Carr (1962), 208 
      California Democratic Party v. Jones (2000), 229 
      Bush v. Gore (2000), 244 

     Hammer v. Dagenhart (1918), 290 
      National Labor Relations Board v. 

Jones & Laughlin Steel Corp. (1937), 298 
Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States;  

Katzenbach v. McClung (1964), 303 
United States v. Lopez (1995), 304 
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5/06  7, 8    McCray v. United States (1904), 322 
      United States v. Butler (1936), 323 
      South Dakota v. Dole (1987), 326 
      National Endowment for the Arts v. Finley (1998), 329 
      Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819), 356 
      Charles River Bridge v. Warren Bridge (1837), 359 
      Slaughterhouse Cases (1837), 366 
      Munn v. Illinois (1877), 371 
      Lochner v. New York (1905), 378 
      Nollan v. California Coastal Commission (1987), 387 
      Saenz v. Roe (1999), 390 
 
 
5/13  MIDTERM EXAM 
 
 
5/20  9    Jefferson-Madison Correspondence (1787-89), 421 
      Palko v. Connecticut (1937), 424 
      Mapp v. Ohio (1961), 430 
      United States v. Leon (1984), 432 
      Katz v. United States (1967), 439 
      Terry v. Ohio (1968), 442 
      Skinner v. Railway Labor Executives’ Association (1989), 455 
      Gideon v. Wainwright (1963), 465 
      Miranda v. Arizona (1966), 467 
      Gregg v. Georgia (1976), 476 
 
 
5/27  10, 11    Schenck v. United States (1919), 503 
      Gitlow v. New York (1925), 504  
      United States v. O’Brien (1968), 514 
      Boy Scouts of America and Monmouth Council v.Dale(2000), 527 
      New York Times Company v. Sullivan (1964), 531 
      Miller v. California (1973), 538 
      Minersville School District v. Gobitis (1940), 558 
      A Qualified Plea for Judicial Self-Restraint, 562 
      West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette (1943), 564 
      Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971), 572 
      Employment Division v. Smith (1990), 576 
      Agostini v. Felton (1997), 581 
      Santa Fe Independent School District v. Doe (2000), 586 
 
 
6/03  12    Griswold v. Connecticut (1965), 605 
      Roe v. Wade (1973), 608 
      Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v.  

Casey (1992), 613      
      Bowers v. Hardwick (1986), 624 
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6/10  13    Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), 652 
      Brown v. Board of Education (First Case) (1955), 654 
      Brown v. Board of Education (Second Case) (1955), 657 
 
6/17  13    San Antonio Independent School District v. Rodriguez (1973), 665 
      Mississippi University for Women v. Hogan (1982), 676 
      Regents v. Bakke (1978), 680 
      Romer v. Evans (1996), 689   
 

 


